Phagocytosis and killing of Listeria by guinea pig macrophages and neutrophils.
The rate of the phagocytosis and intracellular killing of Listeria monocytogenes by guinea pig macrophages and neutrophils in vitro was determined. The anti-bacterial activity of the phagocytes against virulent Listeria monocytogenes was compared with their activity against avirulent strain of Listeria and Proteus mirabilis. It is suggested that the contribution of the macrophages and the neutrophils to anti-bacterial protection can depend on physiological state of bacteria.